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Introduction

Thanks Tim Miller and Universal Peace Federation for inviting Shanti and myself to the conference, Innovative Approaches to World Peace in 21st Century. Is it indeed a pleasure to be among peace activists who are a driving force for change in our world. It is also good to be in the Netherlands, the seat of the highest world court, The International Court of Justice, in the Hague.    
I’m going to examine what drives conflict, how peacekeeping works, why three of the today’s largest peacekeeping operations are in a mess and what are the alternatives, policy recommendations and innovative approaches for successful peacekeeping operations? 

Thousands of years of conflicts and wars span over history of world civilisation. Humanity has been subject to religious, tribal, territorial and resource wars bringing endless bloodshed, misery and suffering, without much success in peacekeeping. So today’s title Innovative Approaches to world Peace in the 21st Century is timely. 

The history of the UN peacekeeping is a mixed bag. The recent conflict in Sri Lanka, escalating war in Afghanistan and Pakistan, the ongoing problems in Middle East, Iran and North Korea are a few examples where the UN and international community have not been able to broker the peace. 

“The United Nations is struggling to keep its peacekeeping missions staffed and supplied as the world endures an unprecedented combination of multiple crises: the food crisis, fuel crisis, flu crisis and financial crisis.
Peacekeeping has experienced serious setbacks. UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon, said recently that “the UN employs 112,000 people - 78,000 military personnel, 11,000 police and 23,000 civil servants in 16 peacekeeping operations and 27 other political missions in the world's trouble spots - but needed much more help to do its job properly in lands destroyed by fighting, famine and poverty. Achieving UN goals would mean building up the capabilities of regional peacekeeping players, including the European Union and the African Union.”

Root Cause of War and What drives conflicts – civil, international and future wars. How Peacekeeping works?
The culture of violence pervades our society, glorifying war rather than educating for peace, non-violence, and international cooperation. The continued military spending (USD $1.4 trillion per annum) in our society perpetuates a culture of violence and hostilities. Military spending in armed conflicts,  involvement of Pentagon and  Military Industrial Complex’s ‘war of aggression,’  has a  direct vested interest in the perpetuation of such conflicts is a major cause of ongoing wars. Afghanistan and Pakistan is an example of that. 

Escalation of small arms and lights weapons (800 million in circulation) both start and prolong conflicts, causing millions of deaths. Production of new mini nukes, buster bunker bombs and stockpile of existing 30,000 nuclear warheads, along with proliferation of nuclear and biological information and technology can result in terrorism, indiscriminate mass killing and destruction. 

Economic globalisation has marginalised broad sections of the world’s population, further widening the gap between rich and poor. 

The over use of environmental resources is neither sustainable nor un-equitable. The world’s dominant consumers are overwhelmingly concentrated among the well off, but the environmental damage from it falls most severely on the poor, over consumption of the earth’s resources can result in ecological mayhem.  

Increasing colonialism and neo-colonialism is evident in indigenous and un-represented people who are suffering from the suppression of their right to self-determination, ethnic and cultural genocide, and the violation of their cultural, language and religious freedoms, and the militarisation and nuclearisation of their lives, lands and waters. 

Ethnic, religious and racial intolerance, and nationalism are among the principal sources of modern armed conflict. 

The costs of the gender injustice and machismo that still pervades most societies are high for men whose choices are limited by this standard, and for women who experience continual violence both in war and in peace. 

Lack of protection and respect for children & youth continue to be exploited and victimized, particularly in violent conflict situations where harming children has become not only a consequence, but frequently a strategy of war. 

The lack of democracy and just global governance at all levels of society are causing conflicts and replacing the rule of law with the rule of force. 

It is commonly assumed that violence and warfare are inherent in human nature. Violence in local communities paves the way for conflicts at national and international levels. 

The role of media in one dimensional reporting, and thus, misrepresenting the facts and flaring conflicts and hostilities. 

Another danger to world peace and security is the level of poverty and hunger of the one sixth of the world’s population, who are under nourished and live in developing countries and are prone to conflicts over resources.

Refugees and internally displaced populations (IDPs) are a increasing source of violence and tension in the communities. According to UNICEF 2006 estimates, more than 1 billion children under the age of 18 are living in areas of conflict or emerging from war. There is a problem of mass displacements caused by conflicts (IDPs) which is linked with problem of population displacement and ‘one sided violence’ committed by armed forces against civilians. 

A major threat to global stability is the food crises in poor countries which causes government collapse turning into a failed state. Global warming is causing a shortage of freshwater, the loss of topsoil and rising temperatures, all of which reduce food production.  

The resulting food-price inflation puts severe stress on the governments with fragile economies.  Teetering on the edge, these can easily become failed states.  Many of their problems stem from the inability to control their populations making them particularly vulnerable to food pressures.

States fail when national governments can no longer provide personal security, food security and basic social services such as education and health care.  They often lose control of part or all of their territory.  After a point, they can become so dangerous that food relief workers are no longer safe and their programmes are curtailed (for example, Somalia and Afghanistan).  

Failing states are an international problem because they are a source of terrorists, drugs, weapons and refugees, threatening political stability everywhere.  Somalia is a failed state and has become a base for piracy; Iraq is a hotbed for terrorist training and Afghanistan is at war and is the world’s leading supplier of heroin.  Following the massive genocide in Rwanda, refugees from that failed state, thousands of armed soldiers among them, helped to destabilize neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo. Once states fail, no one assumes responsibility for their debt to outside lenders.  If enough states disintegrate, their fall will threaten the stability of global civilisation.

Civil wars

There are some 20 civil conflicts burning around the world from Iraq to Columbia, to Pakistan. This raises some questions: How long do most civil wars last? What is a civil war, anyway? A civil war is one fought within a society, but there are two kinds. Civil wars tend to last if you accept the general definition of a civil war as one fought within internationally recognised borders, then throughout history civil conflicts have tended to outlast international wars by 20 times.  Civil wars can be ended by outside intervention, as in the Balkans. Sometimes such intervention may only prolong wars. 
International and future Wars

There are wars raging in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq with tragic consequences to hundreds of innocent civilians who have been killed by American unmanned aerial vehicles or drones as they are popularly called. Future wars now are mainly guerrilla wars, insurgencies and terrorism. Pentagon has a different view of future wars.  Future wars will be resource wars which will see over population and resource scarcity which will be the direct cause of confrontation, conflicts and wars. The conflict in Darfur – Sudan is one such example.  
How peacekeeping works? 

Peacekeeping institution is not mentioned in the UN’s original charter. Dag Hammarskjold, UN secretary general seized the opportunity of the Suez Crisis created by Britain and France’s invasion of Egypt in 1956 to persuade governments to create peacekeeping forces. Several regional forces, notably NATO and the African Union, run peacekeeping missions, sometimes alongside the UN as in Kosovo and Afghanistan, sometimes with the UN's blessing only, as in Darfur and Somalia. It included 166,000 military, 21000 civilians including police and military observers from 137 countries.

A peace keeping operation comes into being when any UN member state, regional group or the UN administration (Secretariat) itself can approach the UN's 15-member Security Council to request a peacekeeping mission. The UN carefully evaluates the capacity of each potential contributing country to provide personnel capable of "meeting the high standards required to serve in UN peacekeeping operations. 

Most of the peacekeeping operations have been following former Secretary General Boutros Boutros – Ghali’s seminal report, Agenda for Peace which outlines how peace enforcement should work, which should also include peacemaking, peacekeeping and post-conflict reconstruction

Political consensus agreement, or acquiescence, among external actors and the host government that a peace operation is required and appropriate.

The cases of the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC), the African Union (AU) Mission in Somalia and the AU/UN Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) show that the moral authority of an operation is crucial to securing local legitimacy. 

The demand for effective peacekeeping outstrips the availability of human and other resources. In 2008, 23 UN missions fell around 22 800 personnel short of authorised strength.  

Are the three largest peacekeeping operations effective? 

 - MONUC (Democratic Republic of Congo) 

 - UNAMID (Darfur – Sudan)

 - IASF (Afghanistan)

Three of the biggest peacekeeping operations in the world, DRC, Sudan, and Afghanistan are not producing the desired results.  

The Mission, MONUC, in the DRC, is the largest United Nations peacekeeping operation deployed anywhere in the world, was facing all the challenges faced by any mission, including the use of force and the protection of civilians.

Congo, the sixth most mineral-rich country in Africa, has become the stage for a regional war fuelled by ​economic interests – a resource war backed by extraction of minerals.  

Only an effort by the international community to support a solution other than military means can bring forward a peaceful solution in a war destroyed country. 

UN peacekeeping troops under UNAMID (African Union/United Nations Hybrid operation in Darfur) are operating under difficult circumstances. Conflict began in 2003, when rebel groups began attacking government targets. In retaliation, the government launched a military and police campaign in Darfur. The changes of peace look bleak as President Bashir of Sudan is charged with crimes against humanity, for killing millions of its own people, but is free and remains in power.  

Afghanistan has 1000,000 UN/NATO troops under NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). Established by the UN Security Council in December 2001, its stated role is to promote security and development. The country still suffers from increasing insurgent attacks, slow political and economic progress. The escalation of the Afghanistan war continues with any resolution. 
What are the alternatives, innovative approaches and campaigns to kick-start effective peacekeeping?  

The alternatives can be described as promoting reasons to avoid war, pre-conflict and post-conflict peacebuilding, faster and better peacekeeping enforcements, adhering to UN charter and International Law, disarmament and non-proliferation, humanitarian intervention, sanctions, prevention of war, activism, education,  culture of peace and more robust allocation of funds for peacekeeping. 

Promote reasons to avoid war

There are many good reasons to avoid war - in this context used to include extensive conflicts involving physical violence within countries as well as those between countries, whether or not war has been officially declared. Civilians, who may have little interest or involvement in the dispute, suffer when conflicts, whether between countries, or between communities within a country, escalate into physical violence and war.
 
Economic grounds. War is expensive. 

Violent conflict can be prevented with Rapid Reaction Force or a civilian peace mission. Opportunities to avoid the human suffering and economic costs of war have been missed. The armed forces have expertise and a role to play in these situations. Rapid Reaction Force should be formed with trained civilians which can be rapidly deployed to help prevent weak states from collapsing and preventing deadly conflicts.  The role of army should be changed from warfare to peace operations and conflict resolution should become a priority. 
Complying with the UN Charter. States have signed and agreed under Chapter 7 provisions of the UN Charter, and have accepted not to go to war which in other words, make the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan illegal.    
UN and civil society should promote laws which prohibit wars like: The general treaty for the Renunciation of War (Kellog-Briand Pact)

Bringing Security Council reforms for increasing the peacekeeping budget. Accelerating preventative measures to concentrate on pre-conflict and post-conflict policing, following the recommendations of the peacebuilding commission. 

The UN Security Council should craft the mandates and determine the character of each new UN peacekeeping deployment which is achievable. Where peacekeeping is not appropriate, it is also the Security Council that can authorise the deployment of a non-UN peace enforcement mission.

Applying Responsibility to Protect (R2P) doctrine and international law (under ICC) to stop genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. R2P, which has been agreed by the UN, can be applied for failed states, chronic low-grade conflicts, and ungoverned spaces (Somalia and Rwanda).     

When genocide, ethnic cleansing, war crimes or crimes against humanity are being committed, it is important that world governments respond with quick, concerted diplomatic action, and, if necessary, that the UN Security Council give swift authorization for the deployment of a non-UN peace enforcement operation, with or without the consent of the host government. 

Treating citizen groups as representatives of society instead of warring parties which marginalises the military. The UN should support the Responsibility to Protect as a global norm and use diplomatic resources to advance the concept among countries. 

Campaigning to ban US military bases as in Iraq, Afghanistan and other places around the world. America is a global bully with 750 bases in 130 countries. It is a military juggernaut intent on world domination. 
Protecting civilians in armed conflict and avoid cover-ups. There are a large number of civilians, refuges or internally displaced person from armed conflicts in the Gaza, Sri Lanka and Somalia. It is the duty of the International Community to protect these helpless millions who are victims of humanitarian catastrophe. 
Follow the work of the Peacebuilding Commission to help bridge the gap in co-ordination of peace building activities in countries just a emerging from violent conflicts. It should be corner stone of UN peacekeeping. It helps post conflict recovery, reconstruction, institution building and sustainable development. 
Reducing the military spending, adopting a culture of peace and the prevention of Warfare. It is obvious that this huge military spending and the method of war and militarism are not bringing any real human security.  In desperation, military engagement is what drives many people to violent conflict. There is little point in peacekeeping operations if we cannot reduce military spending which is increasingly spent on nuclear and conventional weapons. Governments should spend more funds on prevention of war and changing gun culture in pre conflict and post conflict situations. At present, the difference in money spent on prevention of war is staggering 2000 per cent less than military spending. Most conflicts today are fought with small arms and light weapons. They are weapons of choice in civil wars and for terrorism, organised crime, and gang warfare. Dismantle some of the war mongering institutions like NATO and Pentagon. NATO is still finding a reason to exist after the cold war. Military, Industrial Complex, mercenaries, Ministry Of Defence and all war departments should be replaced by Ministries of Peace. 
Campaign for article 9 of the Japanese constitution (which rejects war  and militarism) to be discussed and adopted by the UN General Assembly, thereby encouraging member states to move away from war and militarism, towards non-violent conflict prevention and resolution.

Promote education and non-violent ways of ending conflicts build on arms control treaties, nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regimes. Also Protect Human Rights violations and environment from destruction as both lead to maintaining long term peace and security.

One of the solutions to stop wars could be to promote culture of non-violence and non-killing for replacing the gun culture. The task is challenging but for peace to prevail we have to reverse the trend of killing through hating violence, war, and mass psychological transformation for creating harmony, peace and love.   Promote reasons to avoid war like war destroys environment, hinders development and hampers the desire for decent living.

International co-operation is essential to end long running disputes. One wonders why long running conflicts are not resolved in different parts of the world—Africa, Europe and Middle –East. The hurdles in peacekeeping lie in the slow progress made by Security Council. The decisions by the Security Council are blocked by veto power countries. Most of the world problems today of peacekeeping, conflicts, development, climate change and human rights are inter-related and should be dealt in tandem. Lasting peace cannot be achieved if we concentrate solely on peace when all the inter-related issues are destroying our environment, creating a shortage of food, leading to conflicts and chaos. What we urgently need is a global collective security agency to tackle all these inter-linked problems in co-operation with UN and regional bodies. It is worth noting that players in the conflict zone can take a decisive role to contain the conflict. 

Talking to terrorists and learning from the Northern Ireland Peace Process. The peace agreement in Northern Ireland is now held up as a beacon for conflict resolution around the world. 
Promoting the role of activism. Have an active campaign against the policy of governments/politicians leading their countries to war, using preventative diplomacy against the surge of war.
Conclusion

There is book called ‘The 33 strategies of war’ by Robert Greene. It describes the horrific and brutal way wars are fought and won.  The lesson from that book I learnt is that Generals and great warriors demonstrate prudence, agility, calm and keen understanding of conducting their armies in the battlefield, so that they can defeat their enemies. Similarly we need to organise ourselves on a massive scale and apply our resourcefulness, acumen, patience, dialogue, negotiation and diplomacy for making successful peacekeeping operations,  otherwise peacekeeping will always remain a dream and a distant reality. 


Peacekeeping to be effective is combination of several factors which include dialogue and mediation at the pre-conflict stage, enforcement of peace during the war, giving parties breathing space to reach an agreement, and post-conflict reconstruction when the warring parties entered a peace agreement and trying to work things together for a future free of violence.

However, I will argue that the reconciliation and neutralising  the tensions in the pre-conflict mode is the most important for not only finding causes for tensions and hostilities but also for resolving disputes before they become full-blown war. This is the sign of a successful peacekeeping operation. It not only saves millions of lives which are lost in a nasty war, but also saves billions of dollars ($7 billion dollars at present spent on peacekeeping) and free much needed valuable resources (food, water, energy, etc) which are increasingly in short supply owing to global warming.

The priority is for the International Community, United Nations and its agencies is to live up to the UN’s original mandate, which was to bring all nations of the world together to work for peace and development, based on the principles of justice, human dignity and the well-being of all people.

Let me conclude by saying that we have just drawn down the curtain on the bloodiest century of human history. Let us make the 21st century less violent than the one before and I have outlined the innovative ways and the tools to achieve it. 

Thank you for listening
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